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The United Way of Thunder Bay works to improve lives locally in communities across Northwestern 
Ontario. We support individuals, families, businesses, communities and non-profit organizations in 
Thunder Bay, and across the region. 

This past year, the United Way of Thunder Bay has committed to alleviating #UNIGNORABLE issues 
of poverty, including the continued challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. From hunger and 
homelessness, to social isolation and  financial literacy, we are collaborating with community partners to 
ensure that people’s basic needs are met.

Mission
To improve lives and 
build community by 
engaging individuals 
and mobilizing 
collective action.

Vision
A community where 
everyone has the 
opportunity to reach 
their full potential.

Mission, Vision + Values

Values
• Demonstrate trust, 

integrity, transparency, 
inclusivity, and respect

• Energize and inspire 
volunteerism and 
volunteer leadership

• Endorse innovation, 
partnerships, and 
collective action

• Provide non-partisan 
leadership

• Embrace diversity

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
United way of thunder bay



Will you take action to 
improve lives locally?
Donate today.

COVID-19 has continued to take a heavy 
toll on people’s financial, physical, mental 
and emotional health in 2021. 

The demand for community and social 
services is at an all time high due to 
increasing numbers of vulnerable people. 

The 2021 Annual Fundraising Campaign 
is a call to action for the entire community.  
We want you to show your local love by 
taking action to improve lives. 

When you support the United Way of 
Thunder Bay, you’re joining the effort to 
tackle the most urgent issues of poverty in 
our community:

• Homelessness
• Hunger 
• Domestic violence
• Social isolation 
• Mental health challenges 
• Financial literacy 
• Education inequality 

When hungry children receive a warm 
meal, single mothers get a winter coat, 
isolated seniors receive their first visitor 
in weeks, and vulnerable youth receive 
mental health counselling, this is your Local 
Love in Action.

Why Take Action? 
There are so many important 
reasons to take action and support 
the United Way of Thunder Bay 
2021 Annual Fundraising Campaign. 

Your Local Love could help: 
1 in 5 children in the City of 
Thunder Bay living in poverty. 

Approximately 475 homeless 
people in the City of Thunder Bay.  

1 in 4 women in Thunder Bay 
affected by domestic violence.  

1 in 10 food insecure households 
in the Thunder Bay District. 
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Local Love, Local Impact

This past year, your Local Love has already helped to alleviate some of the immediate challenges caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. The United Way of Thunder Bay has supported frontline organizations such as: 

• Boys & Girls Club of Thunder Bay
• Children’s Centre of Thunder Bay
• Community Clothing Assistance
• Elizabeth Fry Society of Northwestern Ontario
• Evergreen A United Neighbourhood
• Faye Peterson House
• Lakehead Social Planning Council
• Northwestern Ontario Women’s Centre

Your Local Love in Action

• Our Kids Count of Thunder Bay Inc.
• RFDA - Regional Food Distribution Association
• Roots to Harvest
• St. Andrew’s Soup Kitchen Inc.
• Thunder Bay Counselling Centre
• Shelter House Thunder Bay
• Thunder Bay Food Bank

These programs provided emergency food, clothing, shelter, 
hygiene kits, baby supplies, and more, to vulnerable people. 

Did You Know?

11,500 referrals were made by the 
LSPC in 2020 to connect vulnerable 
individuals to vital community supports. 

The number of individuals utilizing 
Food Access Programs in Thunder Bay 
increased by over 15%.

Food Banks and Meal Programs had 
10,000+ interactions per month in 
Thunder Bay throughout 2020.

3,200 vulnerable women accessed 
gendered community supports in 2020 
to improve their safety well-being.

2,296 people accessed counselling 
services to improve their sense of 
security and well-being.

1,131 Indigenous youth were connected 
with food programming and traditional 
cultural learning opportunities through 
in-school programming.



ANNUAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
United Way of Thunder Bay

5

The United Way Community Fund seeks to eradicate 
poverty in our community by supporting programs 
and initiatives that focus on the immediate needs 
of people, children, and families.  Individual and 
corporate donations to our Annual Fundraising 
Campaign are directed to the Community Fund.  Your 
donations are recognized at the following levels:

Leaders of the Way
Leaders of the Way is a movement of caring, 
community-minded people who want to ensure 
that everyone in Thunder Bay has the opportunity 
to reach their full potential. Leader donations to the 
Community Fund allow us to tackle social issues that 
are preventing too many individuals and families 
from getting ahead.

Corporate Leaders
Leaders of the Way
Friends 
Everyday Heroes

$2,000 +
$1,200 +
$500 - $1,199
$365 - $499

Community Fund Donor Levels

Philanthropist Circle 
Platinum
Gold
Silver
Bronze

$20,000 +
$10,000 - $19,999
$5,000 - $9,999
$2,500 - $4,999
$1,200 - $2,499

Leaders of the Way Donor Levels

Ways To Take Action Donate

Donate to The United Way Community Fund

Corporate Leaders
Corporate Leaders are the heart of the United Way 
of Thunder Bay Annual Fundraising Campaign. 
Become a Corporate Leader and join dozens of other 
businesses in Thunder Bay and across the region 
who are committed to improving lives for local 
individuals, families and communities. We recognize 
the generosity of caring corporations through our 
Corporate Leaders Awards Program. Awards are 
given based on your total annual corporate gift to 
the United Way of Thunder Bay through monetary 
donations, gift-in-kind and sponsorships.

Diamond
Platinum
Gold
Silver
Bronze

$40,000 +
$15,000 - $39,999
$8,000 - $14,999
$4,000 - $14,999
$2000 - $3,999

Corporate Leaders Donor Levels

Ways to join Corporate Leaders:  
• A direct donation of $2,000 or more
• Corporate match for your employees’ charitable giving
• Sponsor a United Way of Thunder Bay event 
• Participate in our Sponsored Employee Program
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Employee Campaigns 
The United Way of Thunder Bay works with hundreds of workplaces throughout Thunder Bay and region to run 
annual Employee Campaigns. The support we receive through Employee Campaigns goes directly towards the 
individuals and communities where the needs are highest. Donations made to the Community Fund through 
payroll deduction and workplace special event participation are invested in programs helping children, families, 
and seniors right here at home. 

Take action by taking part in #GoRedFridays.  Whether your employees are physically present onsite or working 
remotely, #GoRedFridays is about giving, coming together in solidarity and community advocacy. 

To participate in this initiative, we invite individuals and workplaces to wear red on Fridays and donate $3 per 
Friday, $40 for the remainder of 2022 or $10 monthly. This initiative counts towards the  Workplace Special Event 
total for workplaces that participate and have employees contributing through a personalized workplace page.

#GoRedFridays

Ways To Take Action Donate

Join GenNext
GenNext’ers are the next generation 
of philanthropists. As young adults 
in their 20’s and 30’s GenNext’ers 
want to connect, network and build 
meaningful relationships with like-
minded people while giving back to 
the community. 

Donors who make an annual 
contribution of $120, $240, or 
$360+ are recognized.
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Memorial Donation
By honouring the life of a 
loved one through a Memorial 
Donation, you are celebrating 
a life well lived. Your special 
gift to our Tomorrow Fund will 
ensure that the United Way’s 
tradition of caring continues – 
for now and for tomorrow – in 
this beautiful community we 
call home.

Named Funds
A Named Fund is a one time 
gift of $5,000 or more to the 
United Way of Thunder Bay’s 
Tomorrow Fund. Establishing 
a Named Fund is a special 
way to honour the memory 
of someone who has made 
a difference in your life. Our 
Tomorrow Fund is used 
annually to ensure that the 
basic needs of individuals, 
families and children in our 
community are met, both now 
and in the future.

Planned (Legacy) Giving
A planned gift is a meaningful way to leave a legacy that creates lasting change for future generations in 
our community by including the United Way of Thunder Bay in your will.

Donate to The Tomorrow Fund

Ways To Take Action Donate
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Get Involved

In line with our goal of building 
a community where all youth 
graduate, Youth United works 
to give children and teens the 
tools they need to graduate 
and become all that they can 
be. Youth ages 14-19 work 
together to raise funds. They 
have a direct say in how those 
funds will be used to support 
youth-led and youth-serving 
programs that help children and 
teens with mental health and 
addictions, and with gaining 
work experience, all while 
contributing to anti-racism work 
in our community.

Retire United
Retire United Thunder Bay is a 
dedicated group of Thunder 
Bay retirees who want to make a 
difference together. 

Volunteer: Give your time to 
help your community. Ask us 
about volunteer opportunities.

Leave A Legacy: Invest in 
the future of Thunder Bay by 
leaving a charitable legacy to 
the United Way of Thunder Bay 
in your will or estate plan.
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Support An Event

August - December:
Mini Days of Caring

September 14 Week
Show Your Local Love Day

September 28
Take Me Home Dinner, in 
partnership with the Dew Drop Inn.

October
Take Home Tbay, in partnership 
with Pasta Shoppe Edition.

October (All Month) 
Take Home Tbay (in partnership 
with The Creative / Creative Kitz 
and Carte Blanche)

October
Pretzel Day

November 1-30
Novemburger

November
Film Screening

November 22 - December 12
Gifts That Give Back Auction

December (All Month)
Take Home Tbay (in partnership 
with The Creative / Creative Kitz 
and Carte Blanche)

Visit our website or 
follow us on social 
media to learn 
more about how to 
sponsor, buy tickets 
or join one of our 
upcoming events.

Above image: In October of 2019 Sweet North Bakery 
supported PRETZEL DAY (sponsored by Ontario Power 
Generation). These amazing pretzels raised over $10,000 
for the United Way.  Over 2,000 pretzels were sold .
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Pledge a Donation Via Our Website
Show your local love today and give 
through one of the many ways listed 

on our website donation page.


